Finance Committee Minutes

For October 16, 2006
North Reading High School Guidance Room 

Present:  Mr. Mastascusa, Ms. Hurlbut, Mr. Jones, Sr., Mr. Kelliher, Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Hoadley Mr. Westervelt, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Casazza
Absent 
Guests:  Mr. Tassone, Finance Director, Kathy Dardeno, Treasurer of NARYSA, Rita Mullen, Brian Wood, Mike Prisco and Dave Hanlon 
At 6:03 The meeting was called to order.

Several articles are being considered for the youth services group NARYSA.  Kathy Dardeno, the treasurer of the group advised members that a grant committee is being established.  One of the articles to come before Town Meeting is a new position as a director for this youth services group.  They are looking for someone who has some counseling background.  They would like to bring together the Recreation Committee and this position to address young teens in town.  The first year would be to address kids already in trouble.  The members of this group feel that this should be a town position because the employee would have to work with town employees and use town materials.  They want to fund the position including benefits and salary.  They have calculated a figure of $7 – $8,000 for benefits.  They have donated office space set aside for the employee and the “Y” has offered a bus.  The Recreation Committee has given their support.  

Ms. Hurlbut asked if they have a budget?  Ms. Dardeno said, somewhat.  They are considering some low cost programs right now.  Mr. Wolpin asked who would hold the liability?  Ms. Dardeno said, the town.  They are modeling the North Andover program.  The town would be responsible for a layoff is necessary.  Ms. Dardeno said they have fund raising up to $60,000 and will have a grant template made up for state funding.

At 6:20 Brian Wood, from the Parks and Recreation Dept. came in to talk to members about the purchase of a soil reliever used to loosen soil.  They now pay $850 per field and would cost $8,000 or more to hire out.  Mr. Wood said that if the amount of field work was brought up to what is needed he would anticipate getting a return on the investment in two and a half years
Dave Hanlon spoke to members on the water revenue.

Ms. Hurlbut discussed Article 13 – Fund the Secondary School Facilities Needs Study with members and urged them to reconsider their previous vote to approve only $35,000 and to vote for the entire $50,000 requested because she feels they will need it and spend it.  She said the 
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total costs for the application process are still unknown.  Mr. Kelliher questioned how the parking and traffic study will be done before it’s known where the building will be.
MR. MASTASCUSA MOVED TO RECONSIDER ARTICLE 13 – FUND SECONDARY SCHOOL FACILITIES NEEDS STUDY.  MR. JONES, SR., SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  4-4, MR. MASTASCUSA, MS. HURLBUT, MR. KELLIHER AND MR. WESTERVELT IN FAVOR.
At 6:53 members moved into Town Meeting.

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO APPROVE ARTICLE 3 – AMEND CODE – ADD GENERAL BY-LAW CHAPTER 156 – STORM WATER MANAGEMENT.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 11 – FUNDING FOR ACTUARIAL STUDY.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)
MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO APPROVE ARTICLE 17 – APPROPRIATE MONEY TO STABILIZATION FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,000, THE FUNDING SOURCE BEING FREE CASH.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0).

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED TO APPROVE ARTICLE 19 – EMINENT DOMAIN TAKING – NEW ENGLAND POWER PROPERTY.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 25 – CITIZEN’S PETITION – RE-ZONE 51 WINTER STREET.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0).
MR. KELLIHER MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 23 – STREET ACCEPTANCE – MENTUS FARM LANE.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)

MR. KELLIHER MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 24 – STREET ACCEPTANCE -DEMETRI LANE – MENTUS FARM LANE.  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO NOT APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 27 – ESTABLISH YOUTH SERVICES COMMITTEE.  MR. KELLIHER SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0)
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MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO APPROVE ARTICLE 29 – CITIZEN’S PETITION – YOUTH SERVICES REVOLVING FUND (Ch. 44, Sec. 53E ½ ).  MR. WESTERVELT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS (9-0).

Town Meeting adjourned at 11:30 PM

Approved
__________________________        Dated:____________________
